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2019 marches on
As the new year gets into full 
swing, Beckman students get 
involved with the March for Life, 
boys basketball, and wintery 
weather. 

The blizzard of activities has been 
memorable with alumni donations 
and some hazardous snow falls 
and dangerous temperatures 
(some reaching temperatures 
colder than that of Antarctica). 
Beckman’s lost 11 school days 
during this semester--and it doesn’t 
look like the excitement’s over yet.
.

Above, the March for Life group is seen standing up for the 
unborn in Washington, D.C.
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Q&As: 2Mrs. Kluesner 
1. What are the ways this money will help the science club?
 The STEM donation from the Class of 1983 has already helped purchase and maintain 
equipment.  All microscopes and dissecting scopes were cleaned, serviced, and any 
necessary repairs made.  A Vernier LabQuest 2 instrument package was purchased to help 
with investigations in a variety of classes.  Materials will be purchased for Physics, 
Engineering, and Mathematics coursework in the near future.  This donation will directly 
impact the majority of students in our building as they move through STEM classes during 
their years at Beckman.  This donation may impact the Science Club by providing 
equipment to be used in demonstrations and scientific research activities.

2. Will any money go to FFA and industrial arts classes?
 This money will benefit the Agriscience portion of Beckman’s FFA Chapter.  Many FFA 
students are also involved in the Science Club and research activities related to agriculture.  
Industrial Arts coursework may be impacted through the use of probes or engineering 
equipment purchased as part of this donation.

3. What do you want to say to the people that donated?
I am very grateful for the anonymous $10,000 donor from the Class of 1983 who 
initiated the matching gift challenge to the rest of the class.  This encouraged a 
second $10,000 donor to come forward.  The Class of 1983 has been very gracious 
in their donations.  I will keep them informed of the progress made with the 
donations received.  They are making a big impact on Beckman’s STEM programs.



Outdoors: 4

Groundhog Day is 
celebrated on February 2 in 
Canada and the United 
States. It announces 
whether winter will stop, or 
be six weeks longer. This fun 
way to “predict” the future 
started in 1841 and was 
created by a man named 
James Morris.  This event 
takes place in 
Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania.  

Groundhog Day

They decide this when a 
groundhog named Phil comes 
out of his burrow to see if he 
sees his shadow or not.  We 
decided to do a poll on 
Instagram see whether people, 
yes,  thought he would see his 
shadow, or no, he wouldn’t see 
his shadow. 571 voted yes and 
416 voted no. The correct 
answer was no, the groundhog 
did not see its shadow.  This 
means spring will come early!

Here are our sources:
http://www.wikepedia.com
http://www.stormfax.com

Writers: Addisyn B., Adam O., and 
Gerti W.
Interviewers: Brett B., Evan D., and 
Jordan T.
Editors: Abby K. and Mason K.



Advice 
Column: 4

“Dear Becky, Lets say, hypothetically, I have no experience in gaining friends what do I do?”
Dear writer, Talk to other people and try to sit by them at lunch. Be 

yourself and show interest in what they do and not just yourself.

“Dear Becky, I have lots of homework at home. What do I do to make it easier and less time 
consuming?”

Dear Writer, I think you should try to do most of it at school so you don’t feel like you have to 
do it all at home, spread out your time with it to make sure you can have time to yourself but still 
get it done.

“Dear Becky, My friends leave me out of our group and I don’t know what to do.”
Dear writer, I think you should talk to them about how you feel and if they do not try to make it 

better than they are not your real friends. 

“Dear Becky, I have trouble keeping and organizing my assignments. What do I do?”
Dear Writer, if you have trouble staying organized, talk with someone who is organized 

and ask for help! 

“Dear Becky, there’s this person I like- but I don’t think she likes me back. What should I do”
Dear writer, I think you should try talking to her as a friend and if she shows any signs of liking you 

back then ask her about it. You should tell her how you feel. Remember though it is only JH and you still have 
the rest of high school to date.



This Month in History: 5● Presidents Day is celebrated on the third Monday in 
February, thanks to the 1968 Uniform Monday Holiday Act

● It was established in 1885 in honor of President George Washington’s 
birthday

● Washington’s birthday was actually on February 22, 1732 
● Washington’s birthplace is a national monument and is located in Colonial 

Beach, VA
● It is still officially called Washington’s Birthday by the federal government
● President Ulysses S. Grant established Yellowstone as the first national 

park
● President Theodore Roosevelt has the most national parks named in his 

honor. Lincoln is a close runner-up for that title
● Adams National Historical Park was the birthplace of two presidents: 

John Adams and John Quincy Adams
● There are 35 parks named after American Presidents, 

and one park that celebrates four of them (but it’s named after a New York 
attorney)



The government being shut down has really affected a lot of people.  All though it didn't affect 
to many people around our area as it did around the D.C area. The Students that went are the 
march for life couldn’t go to most of the many tour attractions in Washington D.C. because of 
the government being shut down.  Even though it was shut down the people that went onto the 
march still had a good time.

By: Shea S, Mike D, 
Lanie L, Stephanie C, 
Arturo V, Jake H, Rob 
K, Garret S, 

Mrs. Thompson:
1. It really hasn’t affected me 

personally, but we learn more and 
more about those losing their 
jobs--because of the snow days.

2. I think it’s frustrating to see. The 
leaders have to work together to 
help the American people--and 
they’re struggling.

3. No, I don’t think that it’s fair for 
them to just stop trying. They 
should continue discussions so 
they can come to an agreement.

What Matters?: 6

Mrs. Atwater:
1. Thankfully, it hasn’t affected me, 

but I pray for the ones that have 
been hurting--along with their 
families.

2. I think that is very unfair and they 
should come to an agreement 
(this answer came from a group of 
junior girls).

3. No, it wasn’t right for them to shut 
down the government, but there’s 
an issue that needs to be dealt 
with.

QUESTIONS:
1. How has the government shutdown affected you?
2. What is your opinion on the shutdown?
3. Do you think it’s okay to just shut down?



Sports: 7Junior High Sports
The 8th Grade Boys Basketball Team had a good 
season, with a record of 3-3. Mr. Fred Martin is 
the head coach. We asked some boys on the team 
some questions about basketball. Here are their 
responses.

What’s Your favorite part about basketball:
Michael - Shooting
Aiden    - Playing with friends and good team chemistry
T      -  Playing with his friends that he will have for a long time.

Why do you like basketball:
Michael - Because it’s really fast paced
Aiden    - There's a good amount of passing & teamwork.
T      -  You’re always staying active and doing something.

Written by: Grace 
H, Abbey S. Easton 
K, Ben W,  Cayden 
G, Luke Schieltz, 

Above, the 7th grade basketball boys are 
pictured. The group’s aiming to knock 
Humpty Dumpty down and keep him there.



Current Events: 8 

On Friday, January 18, 2019 the world’s largest pro-life march happened.  This event 
was held in the Nation Park in Washington D.C.  During the rally they had speakers, music, and 
other sources of entertainment.  This was the 46th annual March for Life.   This years theme 
was, “Unique from day one.”  There was an astounding number of people who attended this 
year.  There were around 655,000 people who went to this rally.  There were a group of 35 
Beckman Catholic parents (16) and students (21) that went to the march as well.  The group 
Sidewalk Prophets performed as the March’s pre-rally concert.  The people who spoke at this 
years event was Abby Johnson, Ally Cavazos, Carl Anderson, Representative Chris Smith, Ben 
Shapiro, Dr. Kathi Aultman, State Representative Katrina Jackson, Senator Steve Daines, and 
Dr. Alveda King, Representative Dan Lipinski, and Archbishop Naumann.  Even vice president, 
Mike Pence, and his wife spoke this year.  They all spoke about their experiences and how or 
when they became pro-life.  

It was definitely a unique and eye-opening experience for the 8th grade class that went.   
This year was the best turnout but it was not always this big a deal.  The march was originally 
intended to be a one time thing, in hopes that the Supreme Court would end Roe v. Wade after 
the original march but that did not happen.  The first march was founded by Nellie Gray and 
was held on January 22, 1974, on the West Steps of the Capitol, with an estimated 20,000 
supporters in attendance.  This year’s rally has definitely has been the biggest and best turnout 
yet.  Hopefully we can, together, end abortion.  In 2020 the March for Life will be held on Friday, 
January 24.  Hopefully they will see you at the March for Life rally next year.



Reviews: 9The Grinch & Bird Box
Over the Christmas break, 

many families and friends went to 
many different movies. Two very 
popular movies over the break 
were “The Grinch” and “Bird 
Box.” They had many showings of 
The Grinch at many different 
movie theaters. We asked a few 
other Beckman students, on there 
thoughts of the two movies. There 
was mixed feelings. The Grinch 
came out on November 9, 2018.  
Birdbox came out on December 
13th, 2018. Birdbox is a Netflix 
Original series. Netflix says that 
over 45 million accounts has seen 
Bird Box. 

Reviews & Ratings:
Birdbox: Most people said that they did not like it, but 
it was okay. Luke Schieltz said that the movie was 
confusing, but he would only watch it with people that 
haven’t seen it before. Easton Krafl said it was good, but 
he did not like the ending. Cayden Gassmann said that it 
was good, but very confusing also. Everyone agreed that 
it wasn’t their favorite movie, and it was very confusing 
to them. Overall, not bad. 

The Grinch: Abbey Stegger said that she really 
liked the Grinch, but she prefers the live action 
movie. Nate Offerman said that the movie was 
fantastic, but he also would rather see the live 
action one. They both said that they would 
watch it again. 

From top left: Abbey Steger, 
Cayden Gassman, Easton Krafl, 
Luke Shieltz

By: Elyse, Noah, Ryan, Libby, 
Hailey, Oliva, Gracie H



Brain Teasers: 10Brain Teasers

● Nate~ “Why do golfers wear 
two pairs of pants?”
“In case he gets a hole in one!” During our class work time, we went 

and interviewed people in our grade. 
We asked them if they knew any jokes or 
riddles that they would like to share 
with us so we could put them in the 
newspaper.  A brain teaser can be a joke 
or a riddle that stumps your mind and 
can be tricky to figure out. It can also be 
funny  We got a lot of brain teasers from 
a lot of different people, and we also 
interviewed teachers. We put all of our 
answers that we received to the left!

● Ben~ “What do you call a fake 
noodle?” “An impasta!”

● Jackson~ “Dad, can you put 
my shoes on?” “No, I don’t 
think they will fit me!”

● Mr. White~ “Why did the 
scarecrow win a award? “ 
“Because he was outstanding 
in his field.”

RIDDLES AND JOKES Explaining what we did and 
how we did it



Memes


